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IDENTIFY YOUR LEGISLATORS:

TAKE ACTION TODAY!

Identify your legislators by following the
link and entering your home address.

https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/h
ome/findyourlegislator/#address

SCHEDULE YOUR MEETING:
Use the information to schedule your
meeting or if you are in need of
assistance, you can contact Tyler. 

LEARN THE TALKING POINTS:
Review the most important issues and
talking points. To get full copies please visit
the link below. 
Paeyemds.org/AdvocacyApril

PROTECT 
YOUR 
PATIENTS

APRIL IS 
ADVOCACY 
MONTH

HOW TO GET 
INVOLVED:

CONTACT
Tyler for any Assistance

April is the PAO's Virtual Advocacy Month. 
We are asking members to use April to 

meet with their state legislators either in 
their district offices or via Zoom.

(717) 232-5322 (Tyler Burke)

Tyler@millirongoodman.com

ADVOCATE 
FOR YOUR 
SPECALITY

&

Paeyemds.org/AdvocacyApril

https://www.paeyemds.org/AdvocacyApril/
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/home/findyourlegislator/#address
https://www.paeyemds.org/AdvocacyApril/


Paeyemds.org/AdvocacyApril

Pediatric Eye Exams:

Medicaid Reimbursement:

TAKE ACTION TODAY!

Proposed legislation in both the House and Senate would require multiple costly
comprehensive eye exams for all students in Pennsylvania.

Mandating comprehensive examinations would dramatically increase spending for
pediatric vision care without medical benefit.

Proposed legislation would undo a majority of the advancements to pediatric vision
care that were accomplished with the passage of Act 122 of 2020. 

Act 122 of 2020 ensured that all students receive a vision screening prior to
enrolling in school for the first time, as well as yearly through the fifth grade and
then every two years thereafter. 

Vision Screenings efficiently and effectively identify vision problems, do not require an
optometrist or ophthalmologist and can be performed by a screener who has received
approved training such as a school nurse. 

Access to health care in Pennsylvania is at risk. Medicaid reimbursement for patient
visits in PA is the lowest in the entire country.

Over 1.5 million children are served by Medicaid in Pennsylvania. As of 2022
Pennsylvania only has 39 pediatric ophthalmologists.

Pediatric Ophthalmology is just one example. Low Medicaid reimbursement in PA
affects all pediatric or Medicaid "heavy" medical specialties. Recruiting pediatric
primary and specialty physicians to PA is very difficult and access to care for the
citizens of Pennsylvania is threatened. 

Scope of Practice:

An Ophthalmologist is a Medical Doctor (M.D.) or Doctor of Osteopathic Medicine
(D.O.) who specializes in eyes and vision care. 

To ensure that quality care and patient safety is safeguarded, the PAO believes that
surgery and the use of lasers for treatment should only be done by Ophthalmologists
or other physicians. 
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